
 
 
 
 

UK Health Protection Agency confirms SANYO’s revolutionary Air Purifying 
System with Virus Washer technology suppresses 99.999994% of airborne Bacteria

 
 
London, November, 2007: SANYO Europe Ltd (SANYO), a subsidiary of SANYO 
Electric Co., Ltd., a ‘leading provider of Environment- and Energy-related products’, 
announces today that its innovative Air Purifying System equipped with ‘Virus Washer 
technology’ (Model: VW-VF10BG) has been proven to suppress 99.999994% of an 
airborne bacteria (Staphylococcus epidermidis) from treated air following extensive tests 
by the UK Health Protection Agency at Porton Down. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People are becoming increasingly concerned with air quality over recent years and 
hospital ‘superbugs’ such as ‘MRSA’ and ‘Clostridium difficile’ are continuing to cause 
the health service significant problems. The need for effective methods to combat 
airborne bacteria, viruses and allergens is ever-increasing and SANYO’s Virus Washer 
technology was developed to do just that. The Virus Washer technology operates by 
creating electrolyzed water, which is done by combining tap water with electricity. In line 
with SANYO’s ‘Think GAIA’ brand vision of environmental responsibility, the Virus 
Washer technology does not require any additional chemicals.  
 
The Virus Washer technology uses an electrolyzed water disinfecting element to 
inactivate airborne infective agents, such as viruses and bacteria, and allergens. The unit 
works by electrolyzed water running over the air purification element in the air purifying 
system. Indoor air is then forced to circulate through the element, inactivating airborne 
bacteria and viruses which pass through it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Air Purifying System with Virus Washer technology underwent detailed tests at the 
Biosafety Unit of the UK Health Protection Agency, to test its ability to inactivate 
airborne contamination. The results not only confirm that the Air Purifying System 
inactivates over 99.9% of the airborne bacteria it was tested against from treated air but 
also reveal that bacteria can be reduced to below detectable levels within 5 minutes of 
starting the system within an enclosed room, measuring 21.3m². The HPA's 
Biosafety Unit concluded that “if the SANYO Commercial Virus Washer Air Purifier 
VW-VF10BG is operated according to the manufacturer’s instructions it is capable of 
reducing microbial contamination in the air.” 
 
In addition to the testing by the Health Protection Agency, the effectiveness of SANYO’s 
Virus Washer technology against viruses, bacteria, dust mite allergens, pollen and odours 
has been established by extensive independent testing by leading organisations including 
the Kitasato Research Center of Environmental Sciences (tested for effectiveness in 
suppressing influenza*) and Tottori University in Japan (tested for effectiveness in 
suppressing Avian Influenza—H5 type*) and the Gunma Prefecture Institute of Public 
Health and Environmental Sciences (tested for effectiveness in suppressing Feline 
Caliciviridae—a virus comparable to the Norovirus* surrogate). 
 
“The quality of the air we breathe is important for our well-being and in places where 
people gather, such as schools, hospitals and other public facilities, airborne germs are 
more prevalent. In such circumstances, it’s important that we take the right steps to 
prevent such airborne contaminants from spreading” said Masafumi Yoda, General 
Manager of Europe Business Management Division, SANYO Electric Co., Ltd. 
“Infection control is a hot topic issue for the commercial and health sectors and until now 
there have not been many effective methods to suppress airborne viruses, bacteria and 
allergens. In order to tackle this problem, SANYO combined its advanced knowledge of 
air purification and water technology to develop the Virus Washer technology, which 
suppresses and removes these contaminants.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In order to meet the demands of larger facilities SANYO developed the VW-VF10BG 
Air Purifying System for commercial use which is designed for enclosed spaces up to 
100m² and is suitable for most large public spaces. The Virus Washer technology utilises 
tap water, which is freely accessible, and SANYO’s proprietary electrolysed water 
technology to render infectious airborne viruses harmless.  
 
SANYO’s Air Purifying System is easy to install and uses single phase 220-240V power. 
The use of a six litre water tank eliminates the need for water piping and the system can 
be operated immediately after installation. Operation is simple and involves only the use 
of an on/off button and the fan speed control. 
 
Further information on SANYO’s Air Purifying System with Virus Washer technology 
can be found at www.viruswasher.eu
 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
* Verification testing methods and results are available upon request 
 
Product specifications: 
 

Model Name Air Purifying System 
Model Number VW-VF10BG 
Sales Date Available Immediately 
MSRP £1.490 excl. VAT 
Voltage AC 220-240V (50/60Hz) 
Dimensions (H x W x D) 790mm x 580mm x 297mm 

 
 
About SANYO 
 
SANYO Electric Co., Ltd. is a multi-billion-dollar global leader in providing solutions for the environment, 
energy and for lifestyle applications based on its Brand Vision 'Think GAIA'. SANYO Europe Ltd. is a 
fully incorporated subsidiary of SANYO Electric Co., Ltd and is the Group’s European headquarters for 
sales and marketing of a wide range of products including digital projectors, digital still and movie cameras, 
air conditioning, solar energy equipment, batteries and biomedical equipment. For further information, 
please visit SANYO's web site at www.sanyo-europe.com. 
 
 
About the Health Protection Agency 

The Health Protection Agency is an independent organisation dedicated to protecting people's health in the 
United Kingdom. The Agency does this by providing impartial advice and authoritative information on 
health protection issues to the public, to professionals and to government. It combines public health and 
scientific expertise, research, and emergency planning within one organisation. It works at international, 
national, regional and local levels and has links with many other organisations around the world. This 
means it can respond quickly and effectively to new and existing national and global threats to health, 
including environmental hazards  

http://www.viruswasher.eu/
http://www.sanyo-europe.com/


The HPA has a large network of approximately 3000 staff based at three major centres (Colindale, Porton 
Down and Chilton) and regionally and locally throughout England.  The Agency works closely with locally 
based colleagues employed within the Devolved Administrations. The Centre for Infections at Colindale is 
the base for communicable disease surveillance and specialist microbiology. The Centre for Radiation, 
Chemical and Environmental Hazards is based at Chilton and the Centre for Emergency Preparedness and 
Response, focusing on applied microbiological research and emergency response, is based at Porton Down. 

 
For further information or images, please contact SANYO: 

Kamil Shah 
SANYO Europe Ltd. 
18 Colonial Way 
Watford 
Herts, WD24 4PT 
Tel: +44 1923 477 294 
Fax: +44 1923 477 412 
Mobile: +44 7917 553 586 
Email: k.shah@sanyo.co.uk
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